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Bedside Teaching

Medicine is learned at the bedside 

and not in the classroom; 

the best teaching is that taught 

by the patient himself.

Sir William Osler
“Father of Modern Medicine”

“The greatest diagnosticians ever to wield a stethoscope”
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Bedside moments

History 
taking

Physical 
Exam

Advise 
Counseling

Procedure
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1920 2022
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Preparation
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• Preparation : revise your own skills, the learners’ needs and the curriculum

• Planning : construct a roadmap of activities + objective of the session

• Orientation : orientate the learners to your plans for the session

Pre-
Round

• Introduction : introduce everyone including the patient

• Interaction : role-model a doctor-patient interaction

• Observation : watch how the students are proceeding

• Instruction : provide instructions

• Summary : tell the students what they have been taught

• Debriefing : answers questions and provide clarifications

Round

• Feedback : Give positive and constructive feedback  

• Reflection : evaluate from your perspective what went well and what wasn’t

• Preparation : for the next bedside teaching session

Post-
round
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In reality …
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Bedside teaching : common pitfalls

• Lack of preparation
• Content

• Patient

• Tutors/Students

• Professionalisms

• Lecturing bedside***

• Jokes on no one

History 
taking

Physical 
Exam

Advise 
Counseling

Procedur
e
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Bedside teaching : Technics

 Patients are priceless

 Standardized patients

 Set up ; Room, bed, pillows, table ….

 Engage everyone

 Tell a story 

 Supplement as needed

 Let them practice & Challenge them

 Learners = teachers
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About 

Hermann Johannes Pfannenstiel (1862–1909)
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Some students assume …..
If  they have the handouts in their files,
They have the knowledge in their head !
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Let Them Practice
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Let them teach each others
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Bedside Teaching

A GOOD CONSULTANT 

is accessible, approachable and friendly, 

with the power of a god, the patience of a saint 

and the sense of humor of an undergraduates.

Lowry 1987
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Take home messages

• 4 bedside moments

• Preparation

• Tell A Story
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