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ALLERGIC REACTIONS TO ANTIVENOM (AV)1,2  
 

Mild to Moderate Reactions 
• Rash, Flushing

• GI effects

Severe Reactions 
• Sudden hypotension  OR

• Bronchospasm

 

    Management 
- Temporary cessation of AV
- Supportive Rx

Management 
- Stop AV infusion
- 100% oxygen
- Support airway & ventilation
- Rapid NSS IV infusion (adult: 20 mL/kg,

child: 10 mL/kg)
- *Adrenaline (1:1000) 0.01 mg/kg IM at

mid-anterolateral aspect of thigh: (Adult:
Max 0.5 mg, Child: Max 0.3 mg)

if there is a contraindication for IM route, 
consider Adrenaline 100 micrograms IV 
bolus over 5-10 min (mix 0.1 mg (0.1 mL 
of Adrenaline 1:1000) in NSS 10 mL)5
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*Contraindication for
IM route4 

1). Platelet <10,000 
2). INR >4 
If so, shift to IV route (**) 

Caution when injecting 
IM during abnormal 
coagulopathy 
1). Use a needle with a 
gauge of 25 or more 
(needle number >= 25) 
2). Apply a cold compress 
over the injection site 

Yes 

Signs & Symptoms 
of Allergic 

Reactions to 
Antivenom3 

1). Skin or mucosal 
involvement    AND 
- Respiratory symptoms/
Laryngeal involvement OR
- Hypotension or End
organ dysfunction 
(syncope/ collapse)  OR 
- GI symptoms

2). Known allergens or 
Highly suspicious, even in 
the absence of skin 
involvement   AND 
- Hypotension OR
- Laryngeal involvement
OR
- Bronchospasm
 

- Recommencing AV at slow
rate over 30-60 min

Yes

Consider 
signs 
of severe 
reactions 

 

Resolve 
No 

- If hypotension persists: Rapid NSS 20-30
mL/kg

- **Adrenaline IV start at the infusion
rate of 1 microgram/min:
Mix 1 mL of 1:1000 Adrenaline in 500 mL
NSS, IV rate 0.5 mL/min, then titrate the
dose as indicated

- If bronchospasm: Salbutamol NB
- If there are signs of upper airway

obstruction, administer Adrenaline NB
- Consult RPC (Tel.1367) for

recommencing AV 

No 

Supportive Rx 
 

Resolve 

- Antihistamine:
Adult: CPM 10 mg IV q 6 h OR

Diphenhydramine 25-50 mg IV 
Child: CPM 0.25 mg/kg/dose IV (Max 

2.5-5 mg) OR Diphenhydramine 1 
mg/kg/dose (Max 50 mg) 

- Corticosteroids:
Adult: Dexamethasone 0.6

mg/kg/dose IV (Max 16 mg/day) OR 
Hydrocortisone 200 mg IV q 6 h 

Child: Hydrocortisone 4-8 mg/kg/dose 
(Max 100 mg) 
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