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The Charité – same facts

• Founded over 300 years ago

• One the largest employers in Berlin

• 18,010  employees

• 4,500 medical students

• 3,001 hospital beds

• 1.8 billion euros total revenue
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Starting point (1989)

The Berlin medical student went on strike
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Main charcteristics:

▪ Integrated, modular structure

▪ Competency-based

▪ Learner-based

▪ Patient-based

Challenges:

Real life experiment◄

Large scale ◄

2 x 320 students per year ◄

Approx. 2,500 teachers ◄

Context: Major curriculum reform at the Charité Berlin
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Maaz et al. Medical Teacher 2018



Student module co-directors

• undergraduate medical students

• Formal employees of the faculty

• tasks:

–process student evaluation

–prepare ideas for improvement

–communicate with students

–self-government as group

Milles et al., Medical Teacher 2019
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"As a student module 

co-director, you can 

be creative and put 

your ideas for the 

curriculum into 

practice, 

so you can really 

make a difference. 

And we use that to 

the full."

- Sabina

Modules 6 & 14

"As part of the module 

chairs the student 

module co-director can 

further develop the 

learning objectives, 

change eLearnings and 

initiate completely new 

courses.”

- Martin

Module 35 & 40
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• Students as module co-directors represent a feasible and effective model of 

student engagement in curriculum development.

• The students bring in broad and unique knowledge on their curriculum and 

contribute complementarily to its improvement.

• The model builds on high autonomy of students in organizing their work 

individually and as a group.

• Their work benefits both the students and the institution.

Milles et al., Medical Teacher 2019

Pratice Point: Students as module co-directors


