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Global Health is not new . . . 



Tropical Medicine
Evolution from concerns over specific health issues 
esp. infectious diseases

Reflect historical “colonial” view of public health

Common understanding on international health in 
the past (Kickbush 2002)

▪ approaches to health problems in developing 
countries 

▪ the flow of resources and knowledge from 
the developed to the developing world



https://www.who.int

Founded in 1948, WHO is the United Nations agency 
that connects nations, partners and people to 
promote health, keep the world safe and serve the 
vulnerable – so everyone, everywhere can attain the 
highest level of health.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

https://www.flickr.com/photos/us-mission/14012265860/in/photostream/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Trade Agreements
Intellectual Property Rights
and Access to Essential Medicines



“Global Health” 
involves many 
disciplines within 
and beyond the 
health sciences 
and promotes 
interdisciplinary 
cooperation

Koplan et al 2009



Global Health 
Governance
o WHO Framework 

Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC) 

o Global Health Security 
& International Health 
Regulations (IHR):   
Pandemic Treaty

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.citizen-news.org/2018/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Global Burden 
of Disease



Comparative 
Health 

Systems

Picture credit: UNSW 
https://sph.med.unsw.edu.au/course/phcm9471



Evolution of 
global health 
research 
roles

Equitap – Equity in Asia-Pacific Health 
Systems

AsiaFluCap - Health system analysis to 
support capacity development to 
respond to pandemic influenza in Asia

SE Asia Research Collaboration for 
Health (SEARCH)



Previous Roles in Capacity Building

Asia Pacific Action Alliance on Human Resources for Health (AAAH) - a regional partnership 
mechanism to strengthen country capacity for human resource for health (HRH) planning and 
management

HealthSpace.Asia - social media platform bringing together Asian health scientists, academics, 
and NGO and government leaders for information exchanges, and joint activities.

The Equity Initiative - nurture and facilitate the development of health equity leaders (500+) 
over the course of 20 years.

Mentorship – UK NHS public health physician fellows,  Myanmar medical doctor



Systems Development

Cambodia: Data and Capacity for 
Health Policy & Systems Resilience

Thai-Myanmar Border
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The Lancet 2009

“an area for study, research, 
and practice that places a 
priority on improving health 
and achieving equity in health 
for all people worldwide.”

~ Koplan et al.

Global health: one of the many definitions



Global Health Governance

Global Health Research

Global Health Capacity Building

Global Health Development



Thailand’s 
Global Health 

Convening
Mapping Capacity, Opportunities, 

and Collaborations

Date:   22 January 2024,  1:30 PM -5:30 PM (Tentative)
Venue: CENTARA GRAND & CONVENTION CENTRE AT CENTRALWORLD



Thank you!
Piya Hanvoravongchai M.D. M.Sc. Sc.D.

piya.h@chula.ac.th



Source: AAPP https://coup.aappb.org/

AAPP's tracker of daily killings, arrests and people being held in detention 
relating to the attempted military coup in Myanmar from 1 February 2021.



Incident data by Insecurity Insight | Country boundary data by Natural Earth

https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
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Umphang Hospital in Tak is running a 40-million-baht deficit as many of the migrants it 
treats cannot pay their bills. (Photo: Umphang Hospital Facebook)

https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2627822

The Ministry of Public Health has sent 
20 million baht to Umphang Hospital 
in Tak province to help it cover the 
increased costs of treating the rising 
number of migrants fleeing the 
conflict in neighbouring Myanmar.

The hospital has been facing an 
increase in operating costs, putting a 
strain on liquidity and resulting in a 
deficit of 40 million baht, …
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*2566 until August

Source: data from MOPH DDC https://malaria.ddc.moph.go.th/malariar10/



https://malaria.ddc.moph.go.th/malariar10/


