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Glasgow Coma Scale Score 1°' version 1974

ASSESSMENT OF COMA AND IMPAIRED
CONSCIOUSNESS

A Practical Scale

GRAHAM TEASDALE BRYAN JENNETT

University Department of Neurosurgery,
Institute of Neurological Sciences,
Glasgow G51 4TF
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Chart for recording assessment of consciousness.

(Teasdale G & Jennett B. Assessment of coma and impaired consciousness: A practical scale. Lancet 1974;2:81-4)



Glasgow Coma Scale:

GLASGOW COMA SCALE: DO IT THIS WAY

Institute of Neurological Sciences Glasgow
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Check

For factors Interfering
with communication,

Observe
Eye opening, content
of speech and move-

Stimulate
Sound: spoken or
shouted request

Rate

Assign according
to highest response

New version 2014
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ability to respond and ments of right and left Physical: pressure on observed
other injuries sides fingertip, trapezius or
supraorbital notch
(& Observed |Rating Score
Open before stimulus 7/ Spontaneous 4
After spoken or shouted request v/ To sound 3
After fingertip stimulus 4 To pressure 2
No opening at any time, no interfering factor ' None 1
Closed by local factor 4 Not testable NT
Criteri: Observed |Rating Score
Correctly gives name, place and date 4 Orientated 5
Not orientated but communication coherent v Confused 4
Intelligible single words 4 Words 3
Only moans/groans v Sounds 2
No audible response, no interfering factor v None 1
Factor interfering with communication v Not testable NT
Criterion Observed |Rating Score
Obey 2-part request v Obeys commands| 6
Brings hand above clavicle to stimulus on head neck v Localising 5
Bends arm at elbow rapidly but features not predominantly abnormal s Normal flexion 4
Bends arm at elbow, features clearly predominantly abnormal v Abnormal flexion 3
Extends arm at elbow v/ Extension 2
No movement in arms/legs, no interfering factor v None 1
Paralysed or other limiting factor v/ Not testable NT
Sites for physical stimulation Features of flexion responses
Fingertip Trapezius Supraorbital Modified with permission from Van Der Naalt 2004
pressure pinch notch Ned Tijdschr Geneeskd
™ Abnormal flexion Normal flexion
et Slow Sterotyped s ‘ Rapid
== Arm across chest <+~ &  variable
Forearm rotates \, /'y 1%/| Arm away from body
o Thumb clenched :K \
— Leg extends ‘ —q

vicamefun Hés e dend oy
misduan
inoui ey ailsaii B=ue
[SES R U4 e 4
ORI T aer A Iy saim s 3
[Py -, v P 2
Wibrschuenien LitDobuliarsnes v Ailesanias 1
e B v T ——) NT
misoauauasiosdwa
inoui ey ailsaii B=ue
s st sachafls v Wi 5
Pt v s 4
v n 3
vy edelid 2
v Lile nemunses 1
v YRR} NT
msasuaussiosmsaBauliis-tiuaran
\nacii o waila=du s
pumheuf g v e ]
st i yossfutdne: v uriy 5
s wslinh o f ik v o El
o S s e v sbnksdnd 3
e v tedn 2
TR —— v [Tem— 1
Ly Lot dtn v [E— Nt

For further information and video demonstration visit www.glasgowcomascale.org

(Teasdale G, .Allan D, Brennan P, McElhinney E, Mckintonnon L. Forty years on: Updating the Glasgow
Coma Scale. Nursing Times 2014;110(42):12-16)
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